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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF PERES 

1 . MAPAM MK DOV ZAKIN HAS ASKED US TO CONSIDER A 
PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF PERES. HE 
FIRST RAISED THIS ON APRIL 22 WITH CRUMP, WHO 
RESPONDED THAT IT WOULD BE VERY DIFFICULT FOR US 
IN VIEW OF THE GREAT SENSITIVITY ABOUT ALLEGED U.S. 

INFLUENCE IN THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN. ZAKIN REPLIED 
THAT WE MUST NOT UNDERESTIMATE THE INFLUENCE ON 
ISRAELI VOTERS OF U.S. VIEWS AND THAT A PUBLIC 
PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT OF SUPPORT WOULD BE WORTH 
THREE SEATS TO PERES. CRUMP ASKED WHETHER HIS 
REQUEST REFLECTED PERES' WISHES AND ZAKIN SAID THAT 
IT DID NOT BUT THAT HE PLANNED TO RAISE IT WITH 
PERES. 

2. ZAKIN HAS NOW BEEN IN TOUCH WITH CRUMP AGAIN 
AND REPORTED THAT HE DISCUSSED THE ISSUE WITH 
PERES AT A MEETING TODAY. AFTER FULL CONSIDERATION, 

ZAKIN REPORTS THAT PERES IS ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT 

THE IDEA. WHILE THEY WOULD LEAVE TO US THE 
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TIMING AND MODALITIES OF SUCH A STATEMENT. PERES 
BELIEVES THAT IT COULD MOST USEFULLY BE MADE IN THE 
FRAMEWORK OF THE PRESIDENT'S DISCUSSIONS 
WITH EUROPEAN LEADERS NEXT MONTH. 

3. CRUMP REPLIED THAT ZAKIN'S REQUEST WOULD BE 
REPORTED TO THE DEPARTMENT BUT THAT PERES SHOULD 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


UNDERSTAND THAT THIS WAS IN NO WAY A PROMISE OF 
SUPPORT. ZAKIN REPLIED THAT PERES UNDERSTANDS THAT 
("HE WAS NOT BORN YESTERDAY") BUT IN ANY CASE IS 
VERY APPRECIATIVE OF THE EMBASSY'S EFFORTS ON HIS 
BEHALF. PERES SAID, ACCORDING TO ZAKIN, THAT IT 
IS IMPORTANT FOR THE ISRAELI VOTERS TO KNOW THAT 
THE U.S. IS BEHIND HIM. 

4. COMMENT: AFTER CAREFUL CONSIDERATION OF ALL THE 
FACTORS INVOLVED, I RECOMMEND AGAINST ANY SUCH 
STATEMENT. PERES AND ZAKIN ARE PROBABLY ACCURATE 
IN THEIR ESTIMATE THAT A STATEMENT WOULD HAVE A 
MEANINGFUL IMPACT ON ISRAELI VOTERS, AND WE ARE 
ALSO AWARE OF THE IMPORTANCE TO US THAT THE 
PROBABLE NEXT PRIME MINISTER BE AWARE OF THE 
EMBASSY'S ROLE IN HELPING HIM. NEVERTHELESS, 

IT WOULD NOT BE CONSISTENT WITH OUR HANDS-OFF 
ATTITUDE IN FOREIGN ELECTIONS IN GENERAL NOR 
WOULD IT BE CONSISTENT WITH OUR INSISTENCE THAT 
ISRAELI OFFICIALS REMAIN UNINVOLVED IN THE 
AMERICAN ELECTION PROCESS. 

DUNNIGAN 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INTERIM GOVERNMENT, PARTY LEADERS, POLITICAL SITUATION, ELECTION CAMPAIGNS, CAT-A 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 26-Apr-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977TELAV02916 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: P840086-0354, N770002-0723 

Format: TEL 
From: TEL AVIV 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977041 7/aaaaaoee. tel 

Line Count: 84 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 0869c19c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NODS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 1 -Apr-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2687096 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF PERES 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, IS, US, (PERES, SHIMON) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/0869c19c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



